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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is 
December 11, 2001. The time is 2:53 p.m., and 
this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the 
safety battalion of the Fire Department of the 
City of New York. 

I'm conducting an interview with Joseph Meola 


in the quarters of Engine 96. 


Q. Joe, just tell us what you saw on September 
11. 

A. On September 11, approximately -- I'd say it 
was a little bit after nine, we responded on -- I was 


in Engine Company 91. Responded on the second fifth 
alarm to Tower 2. I went down with a Captain Montera 
and a Firefighter Brian Russo. 

We went in the RAC unit with the RAC unit guy 
whose name is -- I forget his name. He was in the RAC 
unit that day. 

We left quarters, went all the way down 
Second Avenue, eventually pulled onto Church Street 
outside Tower No. 1, World Trade Center No. 1. On foot 
we proceeded to Church and Liberty, where we tried to 
get a couple of extra masks. 

After not getting any extra masks off the 


rigs that we saw there, there were a couple of engine 
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companies, maybe Engine 207, 209. It was a 200 number, 
low 200 number. I don't remember. A couple of rigs 
there, low 200 numbers. 

We went into the quarters of 10 and 10. 
After we were in the quarters for approximately 30 
seconds -- it was a triage center at the time. After 
we left 10 and 10, as soon as we walked outside the 
door, a firefighter from an engine company 2 -- I 
believe it's 216, Danny Suhr, just outside 10 and 10's 
quarters on Liberty Street, got hit by a jumper. 

They were pulling him away. I believe they 
got him into an ambulance, and they were yelling at us 
to get away, because jumpers were jumping from the 
south tower onto Liberty Street, and a few jumpers came 
close to us, but no -- we met up with another company, 
Engine 58, which is in our battalion, which was in the 
12th battalion. 

I believe they were on Liberty at the time. 
I don't know if they were going in the building. I 
don't remember, but they did make their way into the 
building before us, not building -- not Tower 2, but 
Tower 3. The Vista, Marriott. 

They made it into the Vista before us after 


-- later on. We met up with them on Liberty, talked 
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to the boss for a little while, talked to a couple of 
the guys, and we were avoiding lots of material that 
was falling from the building. 

We went under -- I believe it's 130 Liberty 
Street. The building -- I think that's the address, 
actually, 130. There was a scaffolding, and we went 
under the scaffolding there, and we made it to West. 
We made it to West Street, down to West Street, asking 
firefighters where the command post was. 

They showed us that the command post was 
located just outside the 2 World Financial Center in 
front of a garage, a parking garage. We made our way 
down that block and to the command post. 

At the command post was several other 
companies. I don't know what companies were there at 
the time. Several other companies, ESU police, several 
of the high chiefs -- Ganci, Burns, Donald Burns, 
Ganci. I remember seeing those two. I remember 
seeing -- I think it might have been Barbara. I'm not 
a hundred percent sure. I just -- there was a lot of 
chiefs at this command post. 

At that time, I believe it was -- I believe 
the chief was -- okay. At that time, I believe it was 


Chief Burns who explained to us that we were going to 
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go to -- we were going to go through the Vista, the 
Vista -- Marriott Vista, into 2 World Trade Center toa 


subbasement with an engineer that was at that post at 
the time, at the command post. 

We were getting our gear together. We were 
getting ready to walk across the street, and he told us 
to hold up. We didn't have our forcible entry tools. 
We were an engine company, didn't have any forcible 
entry tools. At that time he sent our chauffeur. He 
didn't send the chauffeur. I think the chauffeur went 
to the rig to get the entry tools, and that was the 
last I seen that chauffeur that -- until later on our 
chauffeur was -- did survive, but was hurt in the first 
building collapse, Tower No. 2. 

He held us there approximately within three 
minutes. As we are looking up at the building, what I 
saw was, it looked like the building was blowing out on 
all four sides. We actually heard the pops. Didn't 
realize it was the falling -- you know, you heard the 
pops of the building. You thought it was just blowing 
out. 

We turned -- I turned to take a look where to 
go, turned around. Several companies, myself and half 


of my company, ran into a parking garage at 2 -- I 
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believe it's 2 World Financial Center. We ran into the 
parking garage. 

As I ran into the parking garage, I turned 
around. I saw the whole side -- the side of the 
building falling into the street and the cloud of dust 
coming towards us. 

As we got to the back of the garage, the dust 
had entered the garage, and somebody had opened up the 
door that was ahead of us into a stairwell. We got to 
the stairwell. We got into the stairwell. We shut the 
door. There was already maybe 20 firemen in there 
already and officers in the stairwell for the financial 
center, and a couple of more guys banged on the door. 
We opened up the door. We pulled them in, got a little 
contaminated, but not bad at all, and we made 
ourselves -- after that we made ourselves up to the ist 
Floor of the financial center. 

After that, we exited the rear of the 
financial center, and what you can see was -- I believe 
it's the little bay there. The North Cove Yacht Club 
coming out of the back there. We went right -- you 
could see the water of the yacht club. We worked our 
way around 2 World Financial Center, and it was pretty 


dark, dusty. 
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You couldn't -- your eyes were hurting. You 
couldn't breathe, but you tried to head for the water. 
I think I believe I ended up on North End Avenue, one 
block just short of the water, right on the water 
somewhere. 

After on North Avenue, I believe we went down 
Vesey Street -- Vesey or Murray. It's one of those 
two -- back towards West Street. I was with half -- 
maybe half the members of the company, three of four 
members of the company. The other three or four 
members, at that time we were -- we did not know where 
they went. We didn't Know if they made it in the 
garage, they were still in the garage, if they were out 
on West Street. We got split up. 

As we worked our way back to Vesey towards 
West, we ran into several people that we knew. We 
tried to get people together. We were going back 
towards West and Vesey somewhere where we heard people 
screaming, "The second building is coming down. The 
second building is coming down." 

Within ten seconds, the second building 
started to drop. We ran up West. We made it up West 
maybe to Barclay or past the telephone company building 


up on West, past the telephone company building. We 
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didn't make it as far as Stuyvesant or where the other 
overpass is yet. We didn't make it up that far. I 
don't remember. Maybe Murray or Barclay on West. 

We took cover from the second cloud, smoke 
that engulfed us, and... 

Q. Did you have any warning that the second 
tower was coming down, via radio traffic or -- 

A. Radio traffic. Radio traffic on -- what you 
heard on the handy-talkies was you heard conflicting 
reports of guys saying hold in the first tower or -- 
and you heard other guys saying, "Get out. Evac the 
first tower. Evac. Evac the first tower." 

Also at the command post, when I was at the 
command post earlier, the radio traffic that you heard 
was Maydays. I didn't have a radio, but the -- several 


radios were on in that vicinity of bosses or control 


man or -- at the time in that -- and I believe the 
radio traffic was -- you heard several Maydays coming 
from -- I don't know if it's Tower 1 or Tower 2, 


Channel 1 or Channel 2. I believe we were on Channel 
2, and you heard Maydays on Channel 2 coming from 
rescue. I believe it was rescue companies. I'm not a 
hundred percent sure. My memory is just jogged on 


that. You heard Maydays. You did hear Maydays, 
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several Maydays. "We need water. Mayday. We need 
water. Mayday. We need water. We got no water," to 
that effect. I don't remember exactly, just -- that 
day is such a tough day. 

Coming back to Vesey and West on another 


communication after the first tower fell, Tower 2 fell, 


Tower 1, you heard guys -- firemen, chiefs, 
lieutenants, I don't know who -- yelling conflicting 
reports, some saying -- most saying, "Get the hell out 


of the tower. Get out of Tower 1. You know, Tower 2 
fell." 

I didn't realize the full Tower 2 fell until 
we went back to Vesey and West. At the time when I ran 
into the parking garage, I believe only half -- I 
thought only half the building fell down. I did not 
know the whole building came down, and when we got back 
there, I realized the whole tower was down, and that's 
what you were, like, the whole -- you know, you knew 
the other one was imminent. 

After that, we worked our way up West 
Street. I got -- I believe we met up with another two 
tour members of the company. I remember going to a 
hydrant, going to a rig, opening up a hydrant, 


everybody washing their face, their eyes out, trying to 
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get their composure back together, and in -- we wanted 
to work our way down towards West and Vesey, and we got 
held up by one of our bosses, which said -- which told 
us to hold, to hold tight there and go back to the 
command post, which was now located somewhere up by 
Stuyvesant. I believe it was located by Stuyvesant 
High School. 

We went back there, washed up, cleaned up and 
I spent, you know, a part of the day there before 
returning back later on that afternoon to the site. 

I believe that's about it. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Thank you, Joe. 

The time now is 3:08, and this concludes the 


interview. 


